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NGUON GOC CUA MOT SO THANH NGU TIENG VIET
Nguyén Thi Hanh'

ABSTRACT

75% of the Vietnamese language used daily is directly imported from Chinese, the so-
called “Han-Viet”. Besides, there are many other words and phrases which have roots
from Chinese which were translated into Vietnamese and earned their identity as
authentic Vietnamese. In Vietnamese usage, there are many language contexts where
idioms, proverbs, or sayings are inserted to enhance the language expression with
precision, with tact, and with persuasion as well as to facilitate the audience’s reception
of the meaning and thoughts implied by descendants without an awareness of the Chinese
roots of those words. As we use these words, many of us know their meaning and the
contexts to use it, however, not all of us are aware of the ancient stories from which these
idioms or sayings were formed. Therefore, we present a collection of ancient stories
explaining the origins and meanings of idioms and sayings that are used daily as a part of
authentic Vietnamese.
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TOM TAT

Tiéng Viét ma chung ta dang su dung hang ngay, co khoang 75% la nhitng ngon tw duwoc
vay muon tryc tlep tur tleng Han, chung ta thwo’ng goi la tr Han-Viét. Ngoai ra con rdt
nhiéu nhitng tir ngit khac ciing co xudt xir tir nguon goc Han-Viét, nhung da dwoc ong cha
chiing ta dich han sang tiéng Viét va chung da tro thanh nhiing ngon ngi thudn thuc cia
ngueoi Viét. Trong qud trinh sir dung tiéng Viét, ¢é rdt nhiéu trwong hop chung ta dung
xen vdo nhitng cau tuc ngir, thanh ngir hodc ngan ngit bang tiéng Viét dé cho loi néi dwoc
ngdn gon hon, cdu van dwoc té nhi hon, c6 sirc thuyét phuc hon, nham lam cho ngum
nghe cam nhdn dé dang dwoc y nghia va tw tuong trong nhitng cdu noi cia nguoi xua, ma
chung ta khong biét dwoc nhitng cau noi do von c6 nguon goc tir nhitng tiv Han-Viét.
Nhitng cdu néi dé, hau nhw da sé ching ta chi hiéu dwoc y nghia ciia ching va biét chiing
dwoc sir dung trong nhitng ngiv canh nhw thé nao, ma khéng mdy ai biét dwoc nguén goéc
ciia chiing lai ¢é xudt xit tir nhitng dién cé van hoc ciia Trung Hoa. Xin giGi thiéu dén qui
déc gia mét sé dién cé Trung Hoa nham gidi thich xudt xit va ndi dung ciia mot vai thanh
ngir da dwoc nguoi Viét Nam ching ta sir dung hang ngay nhw nhitng thanh ngiv thuan
Viet.
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